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Groups Say National Forest Rule Needs Improvement
WASHINGTON - As the U.S. Forest Service convenes the first in a series of public forums to promote regulations that will determine management of 193 million acres of public lands, American hunters and anglers praise a quality framework but remain critical of shortcomings in the proposed rule, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership announced today. The sportsmen are advocating for refined conservation measures that will sustain fish and wildlife populations and future opportunities for managing habitat and providing outdoor recreation. 

Promulgated under the National Forest Management Act, the new regulations will govern management of fish and wildlife populations, watersheds, road building, timber activities and habitat restoration on the nation's national forest lands. Hunters and anglers are voicing concerns about specific regulatory requirements in the draft, including sustainability language, fish and wildlife standards, multiple-use planning and backcountry conservation measures.

"While the proposed regulations offer an ambitious vision for America's national forest lands, a number of the details need improvement," said Joel Webster, director of the TRCP Center for Western Lands. "This complex policy language must result in quantifiable, on-the-ground benefits to public-lands fish and wildlife habitat and the activities citizens enjoy on these lands. Sportsmen will be actively involved during the comment period by providing specific recommendations to help improve the rule and safeguard our outdoor traditions." 

The public forums, which will be held in 37 states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico between March 10 and April 7, allow the public to ask questions and learn about the new regulations. Official public comments will not be accepted at the meetings, however, and must be submitted by May 16. 

"Sportsmen have some concerns about loose language in the regulations addressing the management of fish and game species, watershed conservation and requirements for the use of science," said Jim Akenson, executive director of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, a TRCP partner. "We see some good things here and believe the shortcomings in the rule can be fixed, but as presently drafted, the rule should better serve fish and wildlife and our outdoor traditions."



